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The Ogden Police Depart-
ment’s internal investigation 
into a botched raid by its of-
ficers that threatened a fam-

ily, including two young girls, leaves 
questions unanswered. People who 
are already skeptical of the Ogden 
police will not be convinced by the 
internal investigation, which finds no 
violation of policy but calls for chang-
es in its policy.

In non-bureaucratic speak, what 
that means is that the policy that led 
officers to terrify an innocent family 
in the early hours of the morning was 
really poor. 

We’re glad to hear Ogden Mayor 
Mike Caldwell say, “Based on the 
recent police report on the mistaken-
identity incident we will make chang-
es to our arrest-warrant policy and 
procedure, ensuring officers are mak-
ing use of available resources and 
verifying addresses on arrest war-
rants. Officers will also be required to 
weigh the public safety threat of the 
wanted person and the risk of serving 
the warrant during nighttime hours.” 

Other policy changes include 
background and address verification 
checks prior to arriving at a home 
with guns at the ready.

That all makes sense, but it’s police 
work 101. One question: why were 
law enforcement officers following 

a policy that did not prioritize those 
procedures already? It appears that 
the officers who were eager to enter a 
home at 2 a.m. to arrest a suspect who 
did not live there could have easily 
discovered that the Hill family was 
residing there.

Also, Mayor Caldwell stated that 
the review studied policies from 18 
other law enforcement agencies, in-
cluding 11 within Utah. He said, “We 
found our policies regarding the serv-
ing of arrest warrants are consistent 
with the policies and best practices 
studied. Nevertheless, we think that 
policy improvements can be made to 
increase safety for our citizens and 
officers.”

We agree with the second sentence. 
The first sentence concerns us, how-
ever. Do other agencies have policies 
that can lead to such foul-ups as what 
occurred with the Hill family?

As we have previously mentioned, 
an independent investigation would 
have been the best option. The inter-
nal report clashes with claims from 
the Hill family. This is not surpris-
ing, given that the family refused to 
cooperate. 

We hope the policy changes lead to 
an improvement in the department’s 
performance of dangerous duties. As 
to what actually occurred on Dec. 20, 
questions remain.

Raid inquiry leaves questions

Ogden’s first 2013 Sundance film 
was shown at the Peery Egyptian 
Theater, and films continued at 

the Peery until Jan. 28, when the “Best 
of Festival” films was shown. I started 
attending the festival long before the films 
began playing in Ogden, and I have seen 
close to 200 Sundance films. 

As I stood in line for the second 
Sundance film one Saturday night, a young 
woman carrying an iPad 
approached me. She was 
doing economic research, 
and she asked if I would 
be willing to take part 
in a survey. Given my 
enthusiasm for the 
Sundance Film Festival, I 
was happy to respond.

She asked how 
many years I had been 
attending Sundance. I 
responded that I had 
attended for 17 years. 
“How many days will 
you attend the festival 
this year?” I said that I planned to be at the 
Peery Egyptian Theater every night of the 
festival.

“Will you dine out during the festival?” 
I said once or twice. “Will you ski during 
Sundance?” I indicated that I would ski two 
or three times.

Then she arrived at the most important 
question. “As a result of the Sundance 
Festival, how much more money will you 
spend than you normally do?” I had to say 
“zero, zip, nada.” Even though I will dine 
and ski during the festival, I won’t dine or 
ski more than I usually do.  Other than my 
ticket purchases, I did not envision myself 
spending one dime more than I normally 
would. For some reason, at the conclusion 
of the survey I felt like a deadbeat.

Yet, my spending patterns are typical of 
most of the locals who attend the festival. 
Economists have estimated that the 
festival brings an estimated $80 million in 
economic activity to the state, but almost 
all of the economic benefit accrues to hotels 
and restaurants in Park City.

I have spoken to restaurant owners on 
25th street who say that from a business 
perspective Sundance is barely noticeable. 
In 2012 the Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research found that Sundance 

created minuscule economic benefit for 
Ogden. The 2013 survey that I completed is 
likely to confirm this result.

This regrettable for two reasons. First, 
given the magnitude of the Sundance 
Festival, it would be nice for Ogden 
businesses to reap more benefit from the 
festival.

Second, the Sundance Film Festival 
is subsidized by the Governor’s Office of 

Economic Development. 
Clearly, the intent 
of their support is 
to boost economic 
activity. If research 
studies continue to 
show that the Sundance 
films screened in 
Ogden generate little 
economic activity, 
Ogden will be at risk of 
losing the privilege of 
showing the dozen or 
more Sundance films 
screened here each 
year.

My participation in the survey prompted 
me to make a resolution to loosen my wallet 
and spend at least a few more dollars 
during the festival. 

While well intentioned, my modest 
increase in spending, and that of other 
locals, is unlikely to result in a significant 
increase in economic activity. In order to 
generate a noticeable boost to the economy, 
Ogden needs to market the Sundance 
Festival to out-of-state tourists. 

A few years ago, I met a couple from 
Canada who had traveled to Ogden 
for Sundance. I asked them why they 
chose Ogden, and they told me that a 
knowledgeable friend had advised them 
that Ogden was a great place to see some 
Sundance films, do some skiing, book a 
hotel room at a reasonable rate, eat at 
several good local restaurants and avoid 
the general chaos that accompanies Park 
City during the Sundance Film Festival. 
Ogden’s economy could benefit from scores 
of similar couples.

This year, the Historic 25th Street 
Association has ramped up its efforts to 
market the festival. I hope their efforts are 
successful. The Sundance Film Festival is 
a treasure, and Ogden needs to make the 
most of it.

A Sundance deadbeat

Editor,
In the Standard’s 

publishing of the Jan. 21 
“Viewpoint” column by, 
Dan Thomasson, “On gun 
control, Obama faces a 
tough fight,” the left-wing 
agenda it obviously supports 
and promotes is showing 
through. 

I find it abhorring that 
Thomasson would use such 
a tragedy as Sandy Hook 
for grandstanding. He left 
readers with the idea that 
the NRA was involved in 
using it as a recruiting tool. 
Shame on him for calling the 
millions of responsible law 
abiding citizens who support 
and defend our Second 
Amendment rights fanatics. 
I believe the following phase 
was coined by Frank Lloyd 
Wright: “I’m all in favor of 
keeping dangerous weapons 
out of the hands of fools. 
Let’s start with typewriters.”

The NRA and its 
membership have been 
this country’s leader in 
responsible gun ownership 
and gun safety. It is a strong 
lobbying organization, not 
just for the gun industry 
but for millions’ Second 
Amendment rights. 

The NRA did not 
perpetrate this egregious act, 
nor did they encourage the 
fear of anti-gun legislation 
as Thomasson attempts 
to purport. As I recall the 

NRA declined comment 
for several days after the 
insanity of December 14, and 
I also recall on that very day 
a Democratic senator stood 
on her soap box announcing 
her intention to propose 
more anti-gun legislation. 

I think this liberal became 
the greatest recruiting 
tool for the National Rifle 
Association. I have to say 
when I heard her rhetoric, 
I went straight to the 
Internet and extended my 
membership for several 
more years.

I find it sad that our 
society has degraded to 
where we feel we must 
train and arm our teachers, 
and/or post armed guards 
for the protection of our 
most precious and innocent 
children. 

I find it sad that the 
executive, judicial, and 
legislative branches of the 
government of our nation, 
founded under God (to be 
politically correct) can 
outlaw prayer anywhere, and 
discourage in our schools 
the reciting of the Pledge 
of Allegiance to our great 
flag, because it has God in 
it. I find it sad that our news 
media and entertainment 
industry romanticizes 
violence and evil and vilifies 
law enforcement.

Lyle Biddle
Roy

NRA did not use shooting incident to promote guns

Editor,
Let’s see, there’s climate 

change, the U.S. military 
“pivot” to Asia, the national 
deficit, not to mention the 
overall decline and almost 
certain death of the rule 
of law in the American 
republic. 

But the mainstream 
print and electronic media 
can think of nothing else to 
report for the past several 
weeks than a college 
football player’s fake long-

distance girlfriend.
The greatest nation in 

the world has turned into 
a soap opera Goliath, and, 
as the good book says, 
“My people love to have it 
so.” The United States of 
America doesn’t deserve its 
blessings anymore. 

And guess what? From 
all indications, it doesn’t 
have very many more left 
to it.

Robert Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross 

U.S. media simply a ‘soap opera Goliath’

Editor,
I attended the gospel 

music concert on Jan. 18 at 
Weber State University (“Go 
Tell It on the Mountain,” 
13th Annual Gospel Music 
Festival). 

I found the program 
started with repeating 
the African national 
anthem. The program then 
proceeded.

Three questions come 

up. 1) This is America. Why 
was the American national 
anthem omitted in place of 
the African national anthem? 
2) Why was there no opening 
or closing prayer? 3) A 
compromise answer would 
be that both the American 
and African national 
anthems be presented. This 
approach was not done?

Joe Oberlander
Ogden

WSU use of only African national anthem offends

Editor,
I want to commend 

two Washington Terrace 
snowplow drivers who 
recognized a situation and 
took action. During a recent 
heavy snowstorm our 
mailbox had been knocked 
off the post, obviously by a 
snowplow.  

We didn’t discover it until 
4 p.m. in the afternoon. I was 
standing on the porch with 
my crutches (from surgery) 
as my wife was picking up 
the mailbox. At the same 
time, a Washington Terrace 
city truck pulled up. Two 
gentlemen got out of the 
cab. They were snowplow 
drivers and apologized for its 
happening. They had come 
back at the end of their shift 
to help fix the mailbox.  The 
drivers were very nice.  

We said we definitely 
understand how those things 
happen and not to worry. 
I told them I had a spare 
box in my storage shed. 
The drivers took my spare 
mailbox and fixed us up and 
indicated a work order would 
be submitted for better 
resolution. 

We thanked the drivers 
and I asked how long they 
had been out plowing. Their 
day started at 4 a.m. and 
here they were back at our 
house after 12 hours of 
plowing to fix our mailbox.  

I wanted to share this 
positive experience with the 
readers. My only regret is I 
did not ask the drivers their 
names, but they know who 
they are. 

I hope the public works 
department at Washington 
Terrace can further 
recognize these professional 
plow drivers.

Dan Rhodes
Washington Terrace

Snowplow drivers 
repaired mailbox


